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that of men qualified for the ministry among the fast growing
congregations of Native Christians. It was then, however, lan-
guishing, with a tendency towards the decadence which has
since ensued; and the want it was designed to meet is being
supplied by many missionary institutions.

At Calcutta I made the acquaintance of Alexander Duff, then
in the zenith of his usefulness as a missionary of the newly
formed Free Church of Scotland. "While zealously interesting
himself in missionary work among the population of the interior,
he was Principal of the Scottish school and.college at Calcutta
for the education of Native youths in the vernacular and in
English. Of the scholars some were converts, and many were
still heathen whi|e receiving Christian as well as secular instruc-
tion. Those who saw Mm in his latest years labouring as Con-
vener of the Foreign Missions at Edinburgh, and heard the voice
of the old man eloquent, can imagine the vivacity with which,
during his prime, he lighted up the severest discussions on
eastern philosophy, on Native superstitions, on Oriental ideas.
Having just completed his hook upon Indian Missions, he
was fond of explaining orally to us his listeners, what he
had so well set forth in that work, namely, the effect which the
vastness of the landscape in India, the grandeur of the scenery,
the magnificence of the atmospheric phenomena, had wrought
through many generations upon the Hindu mind. He thought
that thereby the fancy had been over-stimulated, and the
imagination, as it were, inflated, 'that some faculties had run
riot in excessive luxuriance, while other and more important
powers had become stunted or shrunken. He thence inferred
that sound and precise knowledge would pave the way for the
reception of religious and moral truth. Thus he relied much on
the bracing efficacy and the sobering influence of high education.
It was mainly to such instruction that he applied him-
self with signal ability and with a success which at that time
was pre-eminent. Other missionaries in the several Protestant
demoninations may have surpassed him in Oriental acquire-
ments, or in evangelistic labours among masses of Natives, but
in the work of superior education, with the view of leading